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'AUSTRALIAN SF REVIEW'

GETS OFF: TO: Al GOOD " ISTART

Most Australians currently
reading sf - or, for that matter, pub-
lications such as Thyme - were not
around as part of the audience in the
days when the Australian Sience Fic-
tion Review regularly saw the Light of
day, but such was the reputation of the
fanzine that every so often, when old
copies would turn up at the occasional
sf convention, they would fetch respect-
able prices. ASFR was gone, but not
forgotten.

Even today, enough people
remember the ASFR of old that its name
is something to conjure with, and sure—
ly it was for this reason that rather
than invent a new name for a new pro-
ject, the title of ASFR has been
revived.

At a glance, if it is to be
compared to an extant production, you'd
call it a comparison volume to Bruce
Gillespie's The Metaphysical Review.

The comparison is apt, for
in his introductory quest editorial
John Bangsund talks of The Metaphysical
Review as being 'as close to the 20th
anniversary issue of ASFR as I can
imagine.'

If TMR and ASFR Mark ITare
incarnations of the same spirit, the
difference is obviously in the size of
the two . Gillespie publications are
traditionally mammoth (if only because
of the backlog of materjial to be run),
while the new ASFR is a short 36 pages,
A4 halved and stapled in the middle.
The output of both may, however, event-
ually ﬁrove equal, with ASR intended as
a bimonthly - a fast and furious pro-
duction.

Trying to pour oil on Bruce's
troubled objections to a possible rival
for TMR, John Foyster suggested that the
new fanzine could handle the shorter
pieces, and TMR the larger ones, and
while it remains to be seen if there are
enough top-rate critical articles to go
around, the first issue of the new 2 &R
is healthy enough to have one looking
forward immediately to the next install-
ment.

Looking beyond the two edit-
orials, the first item encountered is the
beginning of what may turn out to be a
Neverending Article by John Foyster,
entitled 'The Long View'. Professing to
be a 'longitudinal investigation of the
nature of modern science fiction as re-

vealed by its popular magazines', Foyster
barely lays the statistical groundwork for
his study before- (cont. in 2R #2). It
will be ‘interesting to see what he makes
of his figures.

Second, to my mind, is the
gem of the issue, the transcription of a
talk given by Bruce Gillespie at the Nova
Mob in 1981. 'Gene Wolfe's Sleight of Hand'
shows why Bruce is considered one of Aus-
tralian fandom's best critical & fan writers,
as on one hand he despairs of ever being
able to understand what Wolfe is really on
about, while on the other he looks, busi-
ness like fashion, at just what sort of
magician's tricks Wolfe does use, and how,
and maybe even clues as to why .

Russell Blackford is on next,
'Taking Wynne Whiteford Seriously', and if
the article is a more deliberate, considered
study of Wynne's works, it's entertaining
enough to make you want to read (more)
Whiteford.

Finally, a couple of short
reviews by Lucy Sussex and Jenny Blackford,
two other members of the 'Science Fiction
Collective', the five-person editorial team
running the whole show.

Very simply, the first
(March '86) issue of the new ASFR is a
delightful, in spots even challenging read,
and is well worth your support and,
simplest of all, your money - subscriptions
are $10/year (six issues), or $2 a copy.

Overseas rates: U.S.A.: US$12/year (AIRMAIL).
U.K.: £5/year (SEAMAIL).

Please make cheques, international money
orders or bank drafts payable to J.M.Foyster,
and send to Australian Science Fiction Re-
view, G.P.0.Box 1294L, Melbourne 3001,
AUSTRALIA, along with your name and address.
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Thyme #53, the true-blue, traditional Aussie W
science fiction newszine, is brought to you /" Hey, Mia, come N\
as usual by Peter Burns and Roger Weddall, over here - I'us ]
who can be contacted through P.0.Box 288N ‘

TR e : N\ found some thyme!
Fitzroy 3065, AUSTRALIA, or spoken to by N A ﬁw“,//
o : ——y Pl
ringing (03) 347 5583. ! |
'/
Thyme is available in return for letters of { / /
comment, artwork, news, review material, a i‘,, /

return Melbourne-Perth-Melbourne air ticket, 3
interesting 'phone calls... the list of what
we'll send you copies of Thyme for is Lencglsss
why, you can even send us money, in the
following amounts:

AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND/NORTH AMERICA -
ten issues for ten dollars.

\ ftdin, L A W iy, \%
0 7 f{"‘ (i .} W “;:- wallll W

i B 5 1 "“;ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ

thy
A%,}af/f

EUROPE/other COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES - i »;% a1,
ten issues for f£5, SOSEK, 20DM atts) -
or a letter indicating interest. i u-\mf;AWNﬂﬁ};'

N )

M

‘!/;

Wi
Try writing to our local agents: 3
EUROPE: Joseph Nicholas, 22 Denbigh st., e 3 :
bt St g G s thing;

Pimlico, London, SW1V 2ER, U.X. S IL S AT 35 el T eRlols, il

Thyme brings all things to your mind.

NORTH AMERICA: Mike Glyer, Thyme, with all its labours,

5828 Woodman Avenue #2, Van Nuys, And all of its joys,

CaA 91401, U.S.A. Thyme brings all things to an end.'
NEW ZEALAND: Nigel Rowe, P.O.Box 1814, English folk tune, traditional.

Auckland, New Zealand.

So now sit back and relax and enjoy another issue - don't forget, however, that a big,
silver cross next to your name on the mailing label is a friendly reminder that you've
probably done your dash unless you... DO SOMETHING!

TTTTTTTTT?T?TTTT?TTTTTTTTTTT?TTTT?TTTTTTT?TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
' HALT 1IN _'FAR OUT' PRODUCTION

Far Out science fiction magazire, launched only last year, has run into
funding difficulties, and production has temporarily been suspended.

.Speaking with editor and d;iving force behind the magazine, Mrs Pamela
Klacar, she said it was now a matter of waiting until August, when she would be
applying for a grant fram the Australia Council literature board. If the board

is forthcoming with assistance, the magazine will be able to continmie, otherwise
probably not.

Mrs Klacar said that there was also an attempt to obtain funding fram the

Western Mustralian Arts Council, which is however currently busy denying that it lends
support to magazines.

Initially, Far Out attracted little attention but as word spread sales
grew, although not, apparently, enocugh. Gordon & Gotch, the distributors of the
magazine, suggested an initial run of 20,000 copies - a ridiculocus figure in the
Australian market - which for the second issue Mrs Klacar had scaled down to 15,000.

By comparison, the newly-launched Aphelion sf magazine had an initial
print run of 3,000, and it is scaling thatdown slightly for future issues.

' Far Out Currently has a large number of submissions to hand, most of which
will probably have to wait until after August to see if they'll ever see the light of
day - in this format, at least. For the mament, all that can be done is to wait and

hope the Australia Council will come to the rescue, something which is by no means
.a certainty.
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'GALACTIC TOURS' UNIVERSALLY ENJOYED
a convention report
by Peter Burns.

The average Melbourne fan could perhaps be forgiven for not realising that
there was a convention on the Labour Day Weekend, such is the level of communication
between meiia and literary fans, it would seem. But for those who didn't get to the
Galactic Tours convention, this is what you missed....

The foyer of the Town House was a veritable hive of activity. People paying
money to see the display of Star Trek and UFOs [The Red Cross stand sold Matchbox cars
and plastic toys, perhaps indicating their preconceptions about the average sf fanl, fans
lounging about the comfy chairs they have in the reception area at the Townhouse.

From the'Melbourne'room emerged a tall, dark figure with a very bad case of
asthma and a face mask with grilles. [One Suspected that this Darth Vader was not the
real McCoy, although at a con with David Prowse as Guest of Honour, you couldn't be
certain of anything.] The effect was instantaneous and quite dramatic. A couple of
small children backed up against the wall with fear, another presumably making a healthy
escape tripped and fell on the step, where his father comforted him. Quite a dramatic
introduction to a convention, but fortunately noet one which set the tone for the event.

After the backbiting of Aussiecon, the goodwill seen at this convention was
a welcome change. David McDonnell wasn't going until a few days before because of the
price (540) and the necessities of rent and food. That was, until Shane Morrissey heard
and suddenly there was a Complementary membership available. David wasn't the only
person to be treated so at this rather unusual convention designed to promote interest

in science fiction, and fans getting together, rather than closet these things behind
closed doors.,

It was a very good con to work for, and a very easy one - and partly as a
result ran very smoothly and was enjoyable for everybody, not just those outside the
organisation. There were the usnal occasional perspnal gripes like "that guy in charge
of Security is a Nazi" from a couple of people. This was the same fellow who, as we were
sneaking in the back way to watch the banquet, came up to Roger and handed him a set of
radio headphones with the simple instruction: "You're a gopher." "I'm a what?" ‘"You're
a gopher." "But what am I supposed to doz" "Don't ask questions, you're just a gopher."
"??" Like I said, it was a fun con to work for - they were very good at using people
who just walked in off the street’'- and this was a banquet where even the gophers were
fed, a nice touch, I thought.

David Prowse was a very good Guest of Honour, quietly spoken but extremely
sociable. He reportedly spent some of his GoH speech showing off holiday snaps, such
was the informal tone of the con. Then of course they had him answering the 'phone for
thém to help out on one of the mornings they were short a few workers.

The programme seemed to be mostly pretty self-running, low-key, with the main
room divided into three areas and various clubs arranging items for each area. So on
Sunday afternoon you had a choice between a trivia quiz, a Star Trek theatre group or
a serious lecture about aspects of 'Blakes 7'. If none of thos appealed, there was always
the artshow to look at or, failing that, the har.

It was also the 1986 Australian National Media Convention, a fact pretty well
hidden and mentioned only inconspicuously on p.31 of the programme booklet. It seems they
were the ‘Stand-by Convention' in case nobody else bid for 1986 (which no-one did) .

I don't think anybody regretted this choice, however unconventional the method by which
it was reached.

We don’'t have a detailed hreakdown of total attendance yet, but it appears
that membership of the con proper was around 350, and Saturday and Sunday (no figqures
yet for Monday) saw about 1,200 people pay to go around the displays set up on the Ground
Floor. I doubt very much that the Red Cross will be displeased with this result. Tt was
a good con all round.
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However, looking at p.30 of the convention booklet, there's a copy of the
ASFME Constitution which looks suspiciously similar to the ASFS one (before its recent
mauling). Poor fools, thinking that literary fandom was any good at drawing up useful
Constitutions. Actuall, I think that Galactic Tours.may have been run in breach of
Clause 5.01 which quite clearly states: 'The incoming committee is compelled to wear a
uniform - purple sloppy joes with pink fluffy baubles'. It seems the con com disregarded
entirely the need for pink fluffy baubles.

Peter Burns.
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UPCOMING SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTIONS

KINKON 2

Dates: 7th - 9th June/Australian Queen's Birthday Weekend

Rates: Attending: $25 till the &th of June, $30 at the door. Day rate: $15.
Venue: Victoria Hotel, Little Collins St., City (Melbourne).

Rooms : There are two classe of room: those with facilities (beds?);those without.

With: Single/Double/Triple: $37/$47/$56 per night.
Without: Single/Double/Triple: $29/$36/$43 per night. To book a room,
send a cheque made out to KINKON 2 for one night's tariff, specifying what
sort of room you want, and for which nights.
Mail: All cheques and other correspondence to: 1l Hopkins St., Dandenong 3175.

We here at Thyme have been frapped on the knuckles for predicting that
KINKON 2 would be a 'smallish but pleasant convention'. The organisers wish to make it
known that it will instead be a huge, crowded, exciting convention that everyone will
want to travel for miles and kilometres to attend. [You can let go now, I said what you
told me to - ow! Lay off!] K|NKON 2 should be a rather visual experience, with much
attention being paid to the medium of film (with both panels & talks on it, and a fair
number of films as well) [Hey, what are you doing with those pliers?] There will be
an exciting masquerade - and all the sort of stuff one finds at the usual convention:
parties, room parties, lift parties, dead dog parties.... Should be good.

SYNCON '86

Dates: 7th - 9th June/Australian Queen's Birthday Weekend

Rates: Attending: $20 till April, then $30 tiil 1st June, then $40. Day rate: $15.
Venue: Metropole Convention Centre, 287 Military Road, Cremorne 2090 (Sydney).
Rooms : Single/Twin/Double: $50 per night. Triple: $60 per night.

A deposit of one night's tariff, and indication to the committee what nights
” you're staying are, as usual, necessary.
Mail: All cheques, mail, to: Syncon 86, Box 272, Wentworth Building,
Sydney University 2006.

Syncon '86 sounds interesting enough: in any case it was interesting talking
to a Sydney fan at the recent Galactic Tours convention, who said,speaking of the com-
mjittee, "they'll have to get their act together", implying that almost no work had been
done yet on the convention. As with KINKON 2, it's a slight bother that there's another
sf convention on at the same time; basically it means thatneither convention can count on
attendees from the other city - and in the case of Syncon 86, the fact that it is farther
away from Adelaide.... But I'm told that the people running this convention "have learnt
from the lessons of Syncon '85," and so this year's Sydney convention should be a fair
one. Special attractions should be the World Building panel items & associated activity -
something along the lines of what was done with 'Medea‘’ - Harlan Ellison's fictional
planet (so Sydney continues its love affair with Harlan Ellison - and why not?). There
should also be a Diplomacy tournament - it all sounds pretty good.

HALLEYCON - the 7th New Zealand National SF Convention

Dates: 30th May - 2nd June.

Rates: Attending: $30. Supporting: $10.

Venue: Southern Cross Hotel, 118 High Street, Dunedin, NEW ZEALAND.
Rooms ; Single: NZ$80 per night; Double: N2Z$90 per night.

As above, a deposit of one night's worth, etc., required.
Mail: Halleycon, P.O.Box 5516, Dunedin.
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TIME-WARPED CONVENT}ON

Dates: 3rd - 5th October, 1985.

Rates: Attending: 'Suggested Price': $50.

Venue: Hyde Park Plaza Motel, College Street, Sydney.

Rooms : Urk. There will be prices given as soon as they're available. It will be
a4 regqular, live-in Convention, in any case.

Mail: All cheques & correspondence to: Time-Warped Convention, Bob Johnson,

401/26 College Street, Sydney 2010.
! Bob is the fellow who runs the programme of 'Star Trek' and other sf serials

SCreenings up in Sydney, and who owns the Melbourne end of it too, although his name is

not well known down there. There will be films & serial screenings galore, of course -

enough to make any KINKON 2 programmer green with eénvy, one suspects - and a whole
feast of other events, besides, including the usual panels, auction, trivia games -

Q masquerade, there'll be 5 special convention banguet ($22 per person)... an early
publicity leaflet exhorts attendees to bring their favourite cuddly animal - there will
be a prize given for the best! There will be an art show... in all, it sounds like a

Guest of Honour: Walter Koenig.

Sounds like fun, hey? Write to the above address for forther information - but if that's
the only reason you're writing (as opposed to joining up, say), the organisers would
like you to enclose a 33c stamp to cover the cost of return postage. Got it? Good.

ECCENTRICON

Dates: 3rd - 6th July, 1987
Rates: Attending: $25 until July 1986; it will be at least $50 at the door.
There are also Family and Pensioner rates, available on request.
Venue: in 'the beautiful Blue Mountains, West of (great polluted) Sydney, the venue
will be the Everglades Hotel, Leurs (opposite the famous Everglades Gardens).
Rooums : ‘Live'in accommodation will include all meals, morning & afternoon tea - but

is available only to the first two hundred. We have a second, adjoining
hotel but their prices are higher.' 1In other words (and following in the
live-in tradition of conventions in the Blue Mountains, such as the fondly-
remembered Medvention} it will Cost you, but be great - write to the
address below for Costs details,
Mail: Eccentricon, P.0.Box C377, Clarence Street, Syndey 2000.
Eccentricon has a flyer out which announces, as some of the attractions,
a 'Separate Children's Programme', a 'Great Space Regatta (in the tradition of Henley-
on-Todd)' [whatever that means it, sounds like funl, an 'art Show', a 'Fanzine Production

Workshop', 'Build Your Own Space Model' .... There's a Banquet ('for the first 150 only'),
a 'Why I should Be Fan Guest of Honour Essay Competition (hey, we're serious!!)' and much,
much more. In fact, the people running it sound completely open to whatever ideas you

may have; they stress that it is a do-it-yourself convention. Anyone who has been to such
a live-in convention where everything is catered for will know just how relaxing and
anjoyable such an ocCasion can be. As we said, such events don't just happen for free,
but if you can afford it (must find out about those hotel costs) it's not something to
pass up. 1In such a location, if you tire of the con programme, there's always the

heated swimming pool or the sauna, or squash, billiards, table tennis or the tennis
courts to try out. Aah, that's the life.

CAPCON - the 1987 National Australijan SF Convention

Nothing's been heard from the people running this since Aussiecon i1, last August, which
could either be a good sign or a bad one. In between then and now some of the committee
members have been engaged in such frivolous pursuits as getting married, or moving house...

Dates: 25th - 27th April/Anzac Day Long Weekend

Rates: Attending: $15 till Swancon XI, 520 till Christmas '86, $25 till the event,
and $30 at the door. Supporting: $5.

Venue: New Airport International Hotel, Queanbeyan, a.C.T.

GoH: Robert Asprin

Mail: All mail, cheques, to: P,0.Box 312, Fyshwick 2609 R s G
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GUFF = 1986-7

WHAT IS GUFF? The Going Under Fan Fund (known in alternate years as the Get Up-

and-over-Fan Fund) was established in 1979 to further contacts
between European and Australian fandom by bringing a well-known and popular fan
from one hemisphere to attend a convention(s) in the other. CUFF exists solely
through the support of fandom. The candidates are voted for by interested fans
all over the world, and each vote is accompanied by a fee of not less than one
pound sterling or two dollars Australian. Thase votes and the coantinued interest
and generosity of fandom are what make CJfs A S

WHO MAY VOTE? Voting is open to anycne who has bewrs sctive ia fandom (fanzines,
conventions, clubs che.) ‘since Juua” T8 2% 1235t and who contri-
butes at least one pound sterling cy uwo dnt suvtraiien o the fund. Contri-
butions in excess of this minirus sxs vy fuily @ccepres. Only one.vote per
person is allowed; nroww votrineg 1% Earbdddentand ¥ou must sign your ballot.

Details of the voting wiil ha koui srcvrcer. "Write—in candjidates are permitted.
Cheques, postal order= aivcl monoy cidayrs should be made payable to the approp-

riate administrator aud nct o CULF.

VOTING DETAILS GUFF uses rh¢ Australian preferential tallot system, which
guarantees =n automatic run-off and a majority win. You rank

the candidates in the crilcr in which you wish to place them. If the leading
first- place candidace icee nar £t a majority of th= tctal votes cast the
first-place votes of the iaestenatling candidate are aropped and the second-
place votes on those buituts arw Lhag counted. The process goes on until one

tnerefore imnortant to vote for second and third

SO0 a waste of time to put any candidate in more

candidate has a majinviiv. !«
prliaicesomivieiir thia llreita i @
than one place.

~
<
~
i

HOLD OVER FUNDS This choice, similar to "No Award" in BSFA and Hugo Award
balloting, gives the voter the chance to vote for no GUFF

trip, should the candidates not appeal to them or if they feel that GUFF should
slow down the frequency of its trips.

DONATIONS GUFF needs continuous donations of money and material to be auctioned

in order to exist. If you are ineligible to vote or don't feel
qualified to vote, why not donate anyway? Just as important as donations is
publicity -~ in fanzines, letters, convention booklets, and by word of mouth --

to increase voter participation and fandom's overall interest in and awareness
of GUFF.

va L

THE CANDIDATES Each candidate has promised, barring acts of God, to travel to

the 1987 Worldcon (Conspiracy '87), in Brighton U.K., if elected,
has posted a bond of $10-00 and has provided signed nominations and a platform,
which is reproduced overleaf, along with the ballot form.

DEADLINE Votes must reach the administrators by 31st January 1687.

Send ballots and donations to:

EUROPE:~ Eve Harvey AUSTRALIA:- Justin Ackroyd
43 Harrow Rd G.P.0. Box 2708X
Carshalton Melbourne
Surrey Vict 3001
SM5 3QH AUSTRALIA
U.K.

Reproduction of this form is encouraged (urged, even) provided that the text is

reprinted verbatim. Anyone reproducing it should substitute their own name(s)
below.

This version produced by Marc Ortlieb and the Peppermint Frog Press.,



GUFF 1986/7 CANDIDATES' PLATFORMS

VALMA BROWN I want to shout at Dave Langford and go to dinner as requested

by Hazel Langford. I want to meet all those beaut British fans I
missed at Aussiecon, see the ones I did meet and meet all the ones that Maggie
wouldn't let out. I have a soft spot for British accents and because of this
weakness Leigh Edmonds will be accompanying me to make sure I come back. I have
been involved in fandom since 1971. I am currently a co-editor of 'Fuck the
Tories' and co-publisher and boss of 'The Notional'. I like conventions, fans
and parties where I can talk to people. I love talking to people.

Nominators: Hazel Langford, Joseph Nicholas, Marilyn Pride, Yvonne Rousseau
and Grant Stone.

IRWIN HIRSH Unbearded, and hatless at conventions, Irwin nevertheless

possesses all the qualities to be a worthy fan fund winner and a
fine administrator. In 9 years he has published 100+ fanzines, including
SIKANDER, THYME (with Andrew Brown), and for 6 apas and has been a member of 3
convention committees, including the running of a Worldcon film program. His
other interests include films, music, fine art, sports, fine food, and making
good use of metropolitan transit systems as a way of discovering cities. A
freelance assistant film editor, Irwin would like to be Australia's Steven
Spielberg when he grows up.

Nominators: John Foyster, Carey Handfield, Dave Langford, Marc Ortlieb and
Arthur Thomson.

JEAN WEBER Having discovered fandom at AUSSIECON I, I have been publishing

WEBERWOMAN'S WREVENGE since 1980. I am an enthusiastic apahack and
book reviewer, an organiser of conventions until I learned better, have been
Editor of ANZAPA for two years, and am suspected of a prurient interest in other
people's personal relationships. I'm well-known for my feminist views, my (lack
of) taste in rum, and my dislike of large groups (so why do I enjoy conven-
tions?). How much of the above is true? Bring me to CONSPIRACY in 1987 and find
out -- if you dare. (Trip report within one year.)

Nominators: Sally Beasley, Leanne Frahm, Joy Hibbert, Cath Ortlieb and
Sue Thomason
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1 vote for:- (List 1,2,3 etc)

( ) valma Brown ( ) Hold over funds I enclose . . . . as a
( ) Irwin Hirsh ( OWant o - eyBade haxpd 3 donation to GUFF. (Make
( ) Jean Weber (Write in) cheques etc. payable to
Eve Harvey or Justin
Ackroyd, not to GUFF)
SHY g A Ol s o fap e thiare) o= el msile If you think your name might not be
known to the administrators and that
NAME & ADDRESS .« « ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o your vote might thus be disqualified,

please give the name and address of a
ERSTER TS S A SRR % 54 5 by O 2. FeEe fan or group to whom you are known.
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VISIONS: A SCIENCE FANTASY FILM FESTIVAL

VISIONS is a Science Fiction and Fantasy £ilm festival cunnently
being planned forn Late this yean on ealy next. We hope 2o

make L an annual event whene SF/F fandom can come togethen to
enjoy quality genre offenings - rare ofd movies, obscune culi
classics as well as mastenpieces of the Last decades willd fe on
show. We hope Lo have a program as divernse as possible unden the
best possible cenditions - a quality cinema and a neceptive and

wmaginative audience.

This 4s where you come in. To find out exactly what the fans want
( programming, venues, etc) we'd Like to ask you to complete this
Film Questionaine and neturn it to PO BOX 25 BELMORE 2192 NSi).

I/ you have any furthen comments on suggestions please include
them in youn neply - we'd appreciate as much teedback and sup-
Porl as possibie.



SCIENCE-FICTION FILM QUESTIONAIRE

...............................................................................

WHAT TYPE OF FILM DO YOU PREFER? SCIENCE FICTION il
FANTASY [

HORROR D
WHAT ATTRACTS YOU TO THESE FIIMS?  (PLEASE NUMBER IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE)

SRIBCIVAL; JUTECHE 4 63 oc WSS DILRTCHONS 5050 WElY  ACIORS . o6 oo o
COILIE FILIIAK G50 o . MBSO o o AE@REN G S MUSHIEL iR
BOOK ADAPTION ..... DRAVAN S (COMBIBNG “L 05 UNIQOUENES SEos: Bo- !

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO SEE A GENRE FILM FESTIVAL?

FOR HOW LONG SHCOULD IT GO? WEEKEND: EVENINGS

A WEEK:" EVENINGS .....

LONG WEEKEND: IDENGS - 6 6 6o

18181818, ~S)S(O0ILID) IO JRia JRIZILBIE . CITNT Ao ® 5 INNER CITY SUBURRS
WESTERN SUBURBS .....

IN ORDER TO FIND OUT WHAT TYPE OF FIIM YOU WOULD WANT TO SEE, PLEASE NUMBER

THE MOVIES BELOW IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE.

IEENSFACR0N: - S, TE: MEN “TN- THE-WHETE 1 SULT!, ('958) sl
THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN (1971) ..... NOSFERATU (1922) .....

THE BEDSITTING ROOM (1968) ..... NOSFERATU (1979) .....

CASINO ROYALE (T.V.M.1956) ..... ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW (1975) .....
DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL (1951) ..... THE TERMINATOR (1984) .....

ERASERHEAD (1978) ..... WHO? (1974) .....

LADYHAWK (1985) .....

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN GOING ON OUR MAILING LIST?
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THEY'RE ALL WINNERS

A review of the DITMAR NOMINATIONS: _
BEST AUSTRALIAN SHORT SCIENCE FICTION 1985

by Bruce Gillespie

I've just read these stories again, and I'm feeling all sort of choked up
with patriotic emotion. These stories are a lot better than any equivalent list of
best short fiction from America, and they might even give a 'best of British' (i.e.,
best of Interzone) list a run for its money. Too bad that nobody outside Australia
has read these stories - except those people who bought copies of Urban Fantasies and
Strange Attractors, sources of these stories, at Aussiecon |l. Some odd amissions
here: Yvonne Rousseau's Mr Lockwood's Narrative (Strange Attractors), which everybody
was going to nominate; stories from Omega; the only real fantasy story from Landscape
with Landscape, The Battle of Acosta Nu. But apart from that, I like the list. I won't
mind who wins... but I have my prefererces:

Yodrininink The Twist of Fate, by David Grigqg (Urban Fantasies)

This is my choice for the best sf story of 1985 - best sf story from any
country. It's a mystery story. An explosion destroys much of Carlton and Melbourne
University. What were they making in the Solomon Research Institute? Stephen Tang
sets out to find the answer, wending his way through streets packed with humanity, the
refugees from a world three-quarters destroyed by the Chaos forty years befare. Tang
finds a woman who knows the Answer, knows all the answers, but his careful questioning
and her reluctant confession don't do either of them any good. Grigg's special skill
is to make the mcguffin, the very special Klein flask, into a main part of the story,
and at the same time to reveal the humanity of the main characters. Place, time, people,
and wonderful scientific notions are juggled and balanced perfectly. One question:
where are all the other Grigg stories we've been waiting for for years?

Ak ik Glass Reptile Breakout, by Russell Blackford (S&range Attractors/Omega)

A good story, obscured in places by arch, melodramatic over-writing.
Two observers from a Royal Commission attend a StKilda disco to find out the truth
about a bizarre combination of rock music, lights, and biofeedback that heals people.
One of the obgervers detects blasphemy; theother, scientific impossibility. A third
observer knows how it's done, and provides the scary twist to an otherwise goshwow-
scientific-marvel exposé. A vivid, irritating story.

ik Montage, by Lucy Sussex (Urban Fantasies)

2 Like most of these stories, Montage isa fetching combination of interesting
characters, scientific mystery, and sociological look-where-it-will-all-lead-to horror
story. In particular, Montage is the kind of deceptively simple, yet actually complex
story that American sf scribes have forgotten how to write. A scientist returns to a
beach where an explosion took place some years before. A not-very-clever resident kid
takes a film of the same beach. Somebody doesn't want either person to see what the
film reveals. Lucy Sussex wastes not a word and places not a false sentence.

Fodokookek The Fittest, by George Turner (Urban Fantasies)

This is George Turner's best science fiction story or novel so far. Since
he has won several Ditmars already, George should consider himself a favourite to win
this year's award. His future Melbourne resembles David Grigg's in many ways, although
it might tell you something about the difference between Grigg and Turner as people that
Turner's overcrowded future city is divided. geographically between haves (Swells) and
have-nots (Swills), while Grigg's have-nots squat on the footpaths and parks beside
buildings that house the haves. 1In George's future world, the ice-caps are also melting,
slowly engulfing StKilda and, eventually, even Balwyn Heights. George tells the story
of a family that descends from being Swells to being Swills, and of two brothers who
claw their way back to the top of a fragile society. At first reading, I thought that
The Fittest sounded a bit anti-poor. On second reading, I realised how carefully
Turner had shown the fates of nearly all of us in his future, bankrupt world. George
Turner plumps for enviromment over genetics; the whole of his society becomes an unwilling
experiment in rapid social change. Dark stuff, but there's no reason why it shouldn't
come true.
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Fodokoiokok The Lipton Village Society, by Lucy Sussex (Strange Attractors)

This is the only elliptical story in the bunch. Again it's a mystery
story, but no soclution is given. What is the Lipton Village Society, the members of
whom meet in the same house where the narrator rents a room? And where is the Lipton
Viilage? The story is so suggestive of stray patterns, only barely glimpsed, that I
wish it had been a much bigger, more ambitious, more agonised story. That's merely
a grump; this is elegant story-telling, well worth reading.

Frdririnkke The Bullet That Grows in the Gun, by Terry Dowling (Urban Fantasies)

Last on the list, but surely a hot tip for winner, especially as Terry
Dowling is the only non~Melbourne writer on the list. Dowling cambines two good ghost
stories, mixes them with exactly the right touch of traditional story-telling, and
produces two nice climaxes. None of which would matter, o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>